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 PORTLAND YACHT CLUB 

� MAINE SHEET � OCTOBER 2007 

COMMODORE’S 
MESSAGE 
 
Hopefully, you had a safe and 
rewarding summer, and were able to 
participate in many of the club 
activities.  Though the weather 
generally cooperated, it seems that I 
never make as much use of Mizpah as 
I had originally planned…Cindy and I 
missed the cruise for the first time in 
15 years!  
 
The club was busy with many 
activities, making maximum use of 
our beautiful facilities …cruising, 
dining, education, junior program, 
racing and other special events as per 
our mission statement.  (The statement 
is inside of the front cover of your 
annual roster and bylaws.)  These 
programs require an infrastructure that 
supports activities in a professional 
and rewarding manner.  Such areas 
include waterfront, house and 
grounds, membership, finance, and 
administration.  You can thank your 
current board of directors, their 
volunteers, and staff members who 
made the 2007 season a success. 
 
As the decommissioning and year end 
lobster bake approach (hope to see 
you this weekend), we begin the 
planning process for 2008.  Budgeting 
is well underway, reviewing the 
details of 2007 in order to properly 
fund activities in 2008.  Many hours 
are dedicated by the budget committee 
so that dues and other income will be 
allocated in support.  This budget will 
then be presented at the annual 
meeting where the membership will 
vote on the establishment of dues for 
2008. 
 
Additionally, we have a nominating 
committee that is meeting individually 
with current board members, and 
getting their thoughts on filling board 
positions in the coming year. This 

process is designed to develop 
continuity in programs, while 
implementing member recommended 
changes.  The committee is also 
planning for a continuous progression 
of club members through the flag 
ranks.  This process is independent of 
the current board as per the bylaws, 
and recommendations for approval 
will be presented at the annual 
meeting.   
 
Recently you received a letter from 
me asking for donations to the tip 
fund.  Please take the time to consider 
this request.  All of the monies 
collected will be allocated to our paid 
staff, with the exception of the club 
manager, whose bonus is paid from 
operating funds. This is a method of 
providing additional compensation for 
their fine performance. 
 
Finally, in this newsletter there are 
specific reports from each area of the 
club.  Please take the time to review 
comments regarding this past year and 
plan on attending the upcoming off-
season activities.  We have lots 
planned. 
 
As always, please contact the club 
manager, one of the board members, 
or me, directly if you have any 
comments or concerns.  It is your club 
and we want to meet your 
expectations.   Get out the skis, winter 
is just around the corner! 
 
Craig Fillmann 
Commodore 
 
FOOD & BEVERAGE  
 
I am happy to report that we had 
another great summer in the PYC 
dining room.  We served 6,936 meals, 
which is up 9% from last year.  In fact 
each of the last three seasons we have 
increased the number of meals served 
by 7 to 9% each year.  We worked 
hard to incorporate member feedback 

into this year’s menus as we received 
many great suggestions from last 
year’s membership survey.  We are on 
track for the dining room to have a 
year-end net income of approximately 
$2,500.  Our dining room is not a 
money making operation, however it 
is expected to break-even and we are 
pleased to be on track to reach that 
goal.   
 
I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank our chef, Shawn Lewis and his 
team for their hard work this year in 
the kitchen and dining room.  It is a 
challenge putting together a seasonal 
staff for a restaurant and Shawn and 
Diane did a great job.    
 
On behalf of the F&B committee and 
staff, we thank you for your business 
this season and we welcome your 
continued feedback, so please feel free 
to email me anytime with comments at 
graffins@maine.rr.com. 
 
Respectfully, 
Kristen G. King,  
F&B Officer  

MEMBERSHIP  
 
Membership in the club continues to 
be in great demand, and current 
projections indicate a slight possibility 
that families submitting their 
application this fall may have a 
reasonable chance of gaining 
membership in time for the summer of 
2009.  If you know anyone who is 
interested, please encourage them to 
submit their paperwork as soon as 
possible.  If you have any questions 
please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Fred Madeira, Membership Officer 
207-523-7165 
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MEMBERSHIP  CONT: 
 

The following individuals have 
completed the application process to 
become members of the Club.  The 
Board of Directors approved these 
adult membership applicants at the 
October 8, 2007 Board meeting, 
subject to consideration by the board 
of your comments.  Please review this 
list and send your comments to the 
club on or before November 9, 2007.  
These applicants, once confirmed, will 
be put on the wait list and will be 
placed as openings occur. 
 

Tom Hall  & Graciela Lamy from 
Scarborough, ME 

Richard & Julia Barker  from  
Sarasota, FL 

Matthew Jones & Kimberly Quinn-
Jones from Wolfeboro, NH 

Frank & Kathy Alexander from 
Snowmass Village, CO 

Scott & Pamela Thomas from  
South Portland, ME 

 
2007 JUNIOR SAILING 

WRAP-UP 
 

The 2007 Portland Yacht Club Junior 
Sailing program ran at nearly full 
capacity, with 120 students 
participating in three separate sessions 
at the beginning through traveling race 
teams in Optimist dinghies and 
Club 420s. The waterfront was 
bustling with activity, fun and learning 
every day. It is fun to see more kids 
learning about the sport in such a fun 
and safe environment with our team of 
excellent coaches, led by Director 
Molly White. It is also fun to see 
families participating in the growing 
Tuesday night picnic and racing 
series, and volunteering for the 
program in other vital areas. 
 

The Optimist and 420 teams got off to 
a great start at the New Bedford and 
Hingham Junior Regattas in July, with 
great showings from both teams. In 
New Bedford, Ben Weigel and Eliza 
Price were our top finishers in 24th 
out of 62 club 420's. On the Opti 
Championship line Charlie Lalumiere 
placed 4th and Michael Ianno in 
10th.  PYC had a great showing in 
Hingham. In a fleet of 70 boats, 
Charlie Lalumiere finished 2nd, 
Michael Ianno was 7th, Maddie 
Whittier  was 10th, followed by Sarah 
Weigel in 11th and Matthew 
Livermore in 16th.  Team Andrew 

Randall and Eliza Price won the 420 
Championship fleet and Evan Siepert 
won the Laser class. 
 
In the US Sailing ladder events, 
Portland Yacht Club had respectable 
showings from a relatively young race 
team: Evan Siepert sailed for PYC in 
the Smythe (US Sailing Single-handed 
Championship ladder), which enabled 
him to move on to the Area A’s in 
Rhode Island.  Cole Schreiber, Ben 
Weigel and Charlotte Kinkade lost a 
tie breaker to finish 2nd in the Sears 
(US Sailing Triple-handed 
championship ladder) and moved on 
to the Area A’s in Annisquam. Holly 
Poole and Michael Brennan went to 
UNH to sail in Bemis Regionals (US 
Sailing double handed ladder) where 
they ended up tied for 3rd but lost the 
tie breaker to end up 4th.  This group 
also had unique experiences in team 
racing clinics hosted at Sail Maine, 
small group coaching with Carter 
White, and in keelboat sailing in the 
Etchells and PHRF racing boats, 
thanks to generous club volunteers and 
mentoring. 
 

A highlight to our season at PYC was 
hosting the Maine State Optimist 
Championship on July 31- August 1st. 
With the support of many hours of 
parent volunteer support and our 
excellent venue, we hosted a very 
successful event with 68 sailors from 
PYC and other Maine sailing 
organizations. Winning the 
Championship was Deidre Lambert  
from PYC, followed by Charlie 
Lalumiere in 3rd, Michael Ianno in 
4th, Julia Lambert  in 5th, Tuckerman 
Jones in 9th. Congratulations to the 
PYC sailors who sailed in their first-
ever regatta: Sam Alexander, Max 
Rowe, Nathan Madeira, Allison 
Coon, and Anna Morin ! 
 

Friday, August 17 was the potluck 
supper and awards, a time to celebrate 
the achievements of sailors at all 
levels, as well as the contributions of 
parent volunteers and coaches. We 
hope to see everyone back in 2008 
after a long winter's break! Sadly, we 
bade farewell to Molly White as 
Director, which will be difficult shoes 
to fill.  
 

Meg Coon, JSP Officer 
 
 

The 2007 awards follow: 
 

TUESDAY NIGHT RACES  
 

Nelle Relwof Trophy 
1. Jack Zinn 
2. Haley McMahon 
3. Julia Lambert 
 

Benjamin P Fowler Trophy  
Junior Class for 420: 
1. Charlie Lalumiere/Michael Ianno 
2. Chris Swartwout/Cole Schreiber 
3. Tucker Jones/Bob Potts 
 

OPEN Class Club 420: 
1. Stephen Hansel 
2. Maddie and Frank Whittier 
3. Luci Cirulo/Captain Ron 
 

The Boathouse Trophy  
1. Chris Poole 
2. Evan Siepert 
3. Tim Tolford 
 

PERPETUAL CHALLENGE CUPS  
 

Hasket Derby Trophy  
1st: Charlie Lalumiere 
2nd: Michael Ianno 
3d: Sam Alexander 
 

Long Distance Race  
420 
1st: Eric Schwarm and Will Hayes 
2nd: Austin Draycott and Alexandra 
Dion 
3rd: Holly Poole and Eliza Price 
 

OPTI 
1. Charlie Lalumiere 
2. Maddie Whittier 
3. Sarah Weigel 
 

Ernest A Randall Trophy  
Skipper: Ben Weigel 
Crew: Cole Schreiber 
Crew: Charlotte Kinkade 
 

William Stanley Trophy  
Nick Aalberg  
 

Bored Foreman Trophy  
1st: Michael Ianno 
2nd: Charlie Lalumiere 
 

Jock Carruthers One-Up Cup and 
Coat  
1st: Eric Schwarm 
2nd:  Chris Swartwout 
 

Tikki Challenge  
Will Hayes 
 

Nicholas Davis Trophy  
1st: Eric Schwarm/ Charlotte Kinkade 
2nd:  Hollister Poole/Michael Brennan 
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PERPETUAL TROPHIES  
 

Douglas Coleman Trophy  
420: Chris Swartwout 
Optimist: Stu Semonite 
 

Beginner Pram Opti Instructors 
Award  
Christopher Pidden 
 

Howie Robinson Memorial Trophy  
Nate Smithwick 
 

Spinnaker Trophy  
Eliza Price 
 

Advanced 420 Instructors Award  
Lee Larson 
 

Dockside Trophy  
Will Smithwick 
 

Intermediate Opti Instructors 
Award  
Connor Russell 
 

Tracy A Brennan Improvement in 
Sailing Award  
Optimist: Olivia Baranowski 
420: Nick Aalberg 
 

Fleet 76 Trophy  
Ben Weigel 
 

Advanced Opti Instructors Award  
Sam Alexander  
 

Timothy Tolford Sportsmanship 
Award  
Optimist: Renata Levine 
420: Bob Potts 
 

Churchill-Williams Trophy  
Charlie Lalumiere 
 

Basic 420 Instructors Award  
Luci Ciraulo 
 

Brown-Pawle Perpetual Shipshape 
Trophy  
Henry Norris 
 

James R Flaker Memorial Award  
Michael Ianno 
 
WATERFRONT  
 
It has been a busy couple of months 
on the PYC waterfront.  Bob Putnam 
and his team of launch drivers have 
been working hard to deliver the best 
launch service possible.  They have 
also made a number of upgrades that 
you may have noticed; some very 
visible – like the new non-skid ramp 
treads.  Some not so visible – like the 
alteration to the railings on the main 
gangway so that it does not detach 
itself and fall into the water on storm 

tides.  You may have seen a wi-fi 
repeater antennae added to the 
dockhouse.  This will help you with 
wi-fi coverage through the system 
based at Handy Boat.  It is a non-profit 
wi-fi access arrangement put together 
with the help of PYC member Jon 
Randall.  We are also in the process 
of adding PYC weather station info to 
the PYC website.  And we will be 
installing a webcam that will produce 
images, also available on the website.  
We hope to have these up and running 
later this Fall.  Looking forward to 
2008 we are talking about extending 
launch hours Friday and Saturday 
night in July and August to allow 
those who dine at PYC and stay on 
their boat or those who are out at one 
of the other waterfront restaurants to 
get in/out without rowing.  We also 
hope to provide the launch drivers 
with “uniforms” to wear.  Finally, the 
Waterfront Committee has begun to 
plan for the replacement of the 
dockhouse.  We are having 
professional design plans drawn up 
(volunteered member services) after 
meeting and getting Bob Putnam’s 
feedback regarding improvements to 
increase efficiency and solve safety 
issues.  We hope to get a plan in place 
that can be acted on when the budget 
allows and before the current 
dockhouse leaves us for good in a 
strong blow. 
  
Anthony R. Jessen 
Waterfront Officer 
Comments/questions:  
anthony.r.jessen@smithbarney.com  
 

DOCKING 101 BACK BY 
POPULAR DEMAND THIS PAST 

SEASON: 
 

 
 

 

CLUB MANAGER’S CORNER  
 

I’m looking forward to seeing as many 
of you as possible at the 
Decommissioning Ceremony and 
Dinner this Sunday so we have a 
chance to say goodbye for the season 
and wish each other well. 
 

Many of this year’s PYC employees 
have already committed to returning 
next year so I am encouraged by the 
expectation of a loyal, experienced 
staff for 2008.  Sadly, however, we 
say goodbye to two “legends” - if you 
will.  Molly White as Director of the 
Junior Sailing Program will be tough 
shoes to fill as mentioned earlier by 
Meg in her report.  Tom Tobey, who 
we were fortunate enough to have 
stick around to train Bob Putnam, will 
now move on to attend school full 
time and seek his fame and fortune in 
Occupational Therapy.  We wish both 
Molly and Tom well. 
 

Although the club officially closes on 
October 14, Carol, Bob, and I will be 
holding down the fort this winter.  The 
club’s off-season hours can be found 
elsewhere in this newsletter.  Voice 
mail will be monitored and special 
events will take place.   There are still 
dates available for your Fall or Winter 
party so please call and book your 
party now!  
 

Diane Jellis 
Club Manager 
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ENTERTAINMENT �
 
The Portland Yacht Club’s 2007 
season will close with the 
Decommissioning Ceremony on 
October 14th.  Festivities start at 1500 
with the ceremony to take place at 
1530.  It will be followed by the 
Second Annual Lobster Bake at 1630.  
Attend just the ceremony and enjoy 
light appetizers for $5 or, for the very 
reasonable cost of $25, plan on a 
special dinner with lobster, clams, 
salad, corn, rolls, and dessert.  A 
chicken alternative will also be 
available for the same price.  As part 
of our efforts to make it easy for 
everyone to attend, there will be a 
children’s meal of chicken tenders and 
fries for $5 for kids 12 and under.  No 
need for a babysitter!  Please sign up 
ASAP so that we properly plan.  Make 
sure you specify the number of 
lobsters, chicken or children’s menu 
when you call.  This is a BYOB event. 
 
We had a terrific turnout when we 
opened our season with the 
Cannonball and hope to see all of you 
there as we close the season at the 
Decommissioning.  This may be your 
last chance to see many of your 
yachting friends for a while so take 
advantage of the opportunity.  We 
hope to see you there! 
 
The first Entertainment event of the 
2008 season will be the Children’s 
Christmas Party on December 8th.  
This is a great event for kids so 
parents and grandparents please put 
the date on your calendar.       
 
Mary Smith 
Entertainment 
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JULY 4TH – FAMILY DAY 
AT THE PORTLAND 

YACHT CLUB  
 
What follows are a couple of classic 
pictures of the PYC’s very successful 
July 4th family day including Megan 
and Sandra Yale ready for the 
celebratory parade around the 
grounds, Gavin Sanborn in a classic 
car, and Cathy Sanders unable to 
contain her enthusiasm after Jack 
Newberry hit the bulls eye and sent 
Vice Commodore Chuck Sanders into 
the dunk tank.  When Commodore 
Craig Fillmann donated a water slide 
for the day Jack Newberry was heard 
to say “This is a dream come true!”  
See what you missed!  There will be 
more of the same next year so you 
must plan to attend!  Enjoy relay 
races, pie baking contest, picnics on 
the lawn and much more! 
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RACE 

 

The 2007 PYC race season was 
marked by a dramatic increase in 
sponsorship and participation thanks 
to the efforts of Regatta Promotions 
and all of the committee members and 
race volunteers.  The season was 
capped off by the official, and 
according to some, long awaited 
return of the Fall Series. 
 

The Lippoth  Trophy, awarded for the 
best performance by a PYC member 
in the Fall Series, went to “Keemah”, 
a J105 owned by Don Logan.  
“Keemah” and crew finished an 
impressive first on all three days of 
racing in Class “B” and finished 
fourth overall in the Lightship Race. 
 

With a north wind in excess of 25 
knots, Scott Smithwick, skippering 
his Frers 41 "Kaos", finished third in 
Class “A” on the final Saturday to 
clinch first in class for the Fall Series.  
More importantly, by showing the 
most consistency throughout our four 
summer events, "Kaos" was awarded 
the 2007 Stirrings/PYC Race Series 
Prize.  This year’s prize was a ride to 
the annual Gulf of Maine Ocean 
Racing Association Awards 
Ceremony, held at the Taste of Maine 
restaurant in Woolwich, in a stretch 
SUV limousine. 
 

For a full report on this seasons 
racing, including race results and 
photos, please check the racing web 
page: 
 

http://www.regattapromotions.com/po
rtland-yacht-club-race-series.html  

 

Bill Newberry 
Race 
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NEWS & NOTES RE CLUB 
MEMBERS 
 

Article in 9/30/07 Maine Sunday 
Telegram:  Local men’s over-50 team, 
8 Men Out, defended its division title 
at the 65-mile Fred Brown Lake 
Winnipesaukee Relay in New 
Hampshire in late September.  The 
team was seventh overall of 85 teams.  
The full team of 8 included PYC 
member John Tarling . 
 

Members 
Jeffrey & 
Elizabeth 
Pierce and their 
daughter Chloe 
welcomed 
Lillian 
Katherine 
Pierce to their 
family on 
August 15, 
2007.  
 

Immediately following the Spring 
PYC newsletter we were notified that 
member Ed Berry’s  dad passed away.  
Not long after that member Jeff 
Thomas also lost his dad David 
Thomas, Jr.  He was 83.  I was also 
just notified that member David Potts 
lost his dad on Tuesday night, October 
9, 2007.  Our deepest sympathies go 
out to all three families – Ed & Sandi 
Berry , Jeff & Colleen Thomas, and 
David & Kimberly Potts.  
 

Members Jed & Amy Harris  
welcomed Skylar Hartwell Harris  on 
April 27 who weighed in at 8lbs 3oz. 

 
 
This summer the Portland Press 
Herald and Mary Lee and John 
Winthrop (Win) Fowler announced 
the engagement of their daughter and 
PYC member Scheherazade (Sherry) 
Coe Fowler to James Michael Mason 
of Raleigh, NC.  The couple plan to 
marry this fall. 
 
Board Member Meg Coon suffered a 
terrible fall this past August and 
continues a slow but steady recovery.  

In order to respect Meg’s privacy we 
won’t go into too much detail but you 
are welcome to send your wishes for a 
speedy recover to her at 16 Hope’s 
Way, Cumberland, ME  04021. 
 
Members Ford Reiche and Jonathan 
Knowles are the new record holders 
of the Portland to Yarmouth, Nova 
Scotia, speedboat record.  Their time:  
11 hours, 45 minutes, 17 seconds.  
The previous record:  12 hours, 20 
minutes was set in 1986.  They set out 
in a 22’ inflatable boat with a 250 HP 
engine.  “The seas were a little 
choppy,” said Reiche.  “I feel like a 
train wreck.”  He told his wife “…it 
was like Lewis and Clark, a grand 
adventure, an exploration.  She said it 
was more like winning a hot-dog-
eating contest.” 
 
Annette Newberry writes that her 
“Girl Scout Troop #1763, Standish, 
was Race Committee on May 24th, 
2007.  Our troop consists of six young 
ladies, ages 11-13.  We invited the 
dads to come out and participate as 
well.  They received instruction from 
Bill [ Newberry] on two previous Girl 
Scout meetings in May concerning 
water safety, charts, navigation, boat 
terminology, and race committee 
duties.  The girls earned their Water 
Safety and Sailing badges.  The girls 
will be sailing out of PYC to Eagle 
Island aboard County Girl to the 
summer home of past explorer 
Admiral Peary in the near future.” 
 
May 24, 2007 Sports Roundup [in 
local paper] announces “Local Sailor 
Wins Race in Venice”.  Deirdre 
Lambert , an eighth grader at Greely 
Middle School and a member of the 
Long Island Sound Optimist Team 
(LISOT), won first place, along with 
her teammates, at the Trofeo Marco 
Rizzotti Team Race last week in 
Venice, Italy.  Sailing against 20 
teams from five continents, the LISOT 
team squeaked past last year’s winner, 
the Italian World team at the wire.  
“Congratulazioni!”  from all your 
friends at the Portland Yacht Club! 
 
Member George Bokinsky reported in 
June “The binoculars are back in 
service.  Some rust collects on inner 
lenses that are easily cleaned.  If OK 
with you, I will check from time-to-
time and clean them as needed.  The 

source of the rust and the ocular 
scratches were the problems that I had 
hoped to solve over the winter but 
could not get together with my expert 
consultant.  Sorry for the delay.”  All 
is forgiven George – we’re lucky to 
have you take such an interest in an 
important part of the club’s property. 
 
 
 

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO 
MEMBERS 

 
Please remove all personal items 
from the Portland Yacht Club property 
by the end of the day, Friday, October 
26, 2007 (clean-up day).  This 
includes dinghies, kayaks, boats of 
any kind, equipment, and Lost & 
Found items – of which there are 
many – unless you make prior special 
arrangements with the club manager. 
 
Remember that you can view this and 
other newsletters on our website by 
putting in the password protected 
member-only address of:  
http://www.portlandyachtclub.com/ho
mepages/homepages/newsletter.html 
 
The Portland Yacht Club is a Boat 
U.S. Cooperating Group member and 
as such current Boat US members may 
renew their membership at the reduced 
rate of $12.50 if you write the group 
name and number on your renewal bill 
when you return it to Boat US:  
Portland Yacht Club Group # 
GA81699Y 
 
The Portland Yacht Club is also a paid 
subscribing member of the Yachting 
Club of America.  The “members 
only” section of their web site 
includes, among other important 
information, the complete Register of 
American Yacht Clubs and the up-to-
date reciprocity guide.  For access go 
to www.ycaol.com and use User ID:  
club 1040 and Password:  y100446c.  
We keep a copy of the register at the 
club but this is so much easier and 
convenient, I would think. 
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CRUISE 
 
Over 70 PYC members participated in 
the 2007 cruising activities, and each 
one added some fun to the fleet.  
David and Bob Potts squeezed us all 
into Cook’s Lobster Pound for the 
Shake-Down Cruise in June.  The 2-
week cruise went to Northeast Harbor, 
where the Kimball Terrace Inn 
accommodated us all for dinner.  On 
the way home we gunk holed around 
Castine and Belfast for the first time in 
many years.  Cruisers enjoyed a good 
mix of parties and open nights.  The 
dates for next year’s 2 week cruise are 
July 20 to August 3, 2008.  After the 
dinner in Northeast Harbor, we said 
farewell to the 3-week cruisers 
heading DownEast.  Eldon and Dianne 
Morrison , led 7 sail and power boats 
safely through heavy weather up to the 
St. John River and over to St. 
Andrews.  A huge lobster bake fueled 
the cruisers. 
 
Another innovation was the first-ever 
family-friendly Casco Bay cruise, 
which Carol and Elsa Dean led over a 
long weekend in July.  Seven boats 
participated; in windy weather, 
Sebasco proved the most popular 
destination.  The shorter cruise 
introduced several new families to 
cruising, and provided veteran cruisers 
with a relaxing itinerary.  Next year 
Carol is planning two family-friendly 
cruises, one in June and one in 
August. 
 
David Murray  planned the fall 
weekend cruise in September to Snow 
Island in Quahog Bay to coincide with 
the Blue Angels air show in 
Brunswick.  David Murray  and David 
Gooch made fajitas for everyone 
Saturday evening.  Ken Porter kept 
the fleet of two dozen PYC boats on 
their toes by swooping over them in a 
jet on Sunday morning.  On Monday, 
Maya and Mylan Cohen led the fall 
cruisers farther east during a week of 
beautiful weather.  The 2008 dates for 
the fall cruise are September 13-21. 
 
Thanks to everyone who helped, 
especially club manager Diane Jellis 
and the 2007 cruise committee 
members, each one of whom took 
responsibility for one destination or 
event:  Tony and Ann Blanchard, 
Carol Dean, Steve and Sue Gefvert, 

Erik and Sue Greven, Suzy Martin , 
Dianne and Eldon Morrison , David 
Murray , David Potts, Jeff and 
Colleen Thomas, and Dave White. 
 
Susan Gilpin 
Cruise Officer 
 
HOUSE & GROUNDS 
 
Embankment Repairs 
If you have visited the club over the 
last few weeks, you may have seen the 
excavating equipment and the pile of 
rocks that are being carefully placed 
on the high tide mark of PYC.  Why 
and why now, you may ask.  While 
the Patriot’s Day Storm is a distant 
memory for most of us, the storm 
produced a strong onshore gale that 
whipped up the waves far higher than 
normal during high tide.  The 
undertow of the embankment was 
severely eroded and the slope, 
including a significant area of our 
lawn, were now at risk and unstable, 
creating the potential for collapse and 
the embankment sliding into the 
water. 
 
The H&G and Board decided to 
reinforce the slope with large rocks.  It 
took several months before we 
acquired permits from the DEP to 
begin the work.  Our contractor hopes 
to complete the work during the week 
of October 14th.  This is just in time 
for the floats to come out and will 
enable us to face future storms. 
 
Patio Committee Report 
Over the last few years, the H&G 
Committee has extensively studied the 
possibility of expanding our 
waterfront deck area.  With the help of 
a talented landscape architect we 
developed a partial sunken patio area 
(for now just on paper) just left of our 
existing deck (looking towards the 
water) with a hedge screening the 
view from the dinghy area.  Some of 
the advantages we see are: 
·  It captures valuable real estate and 

makes the area functional at a 
relatively low cost; 

·  It enhances the Junior Sailing 
operations area; 

·  It allows for additional concurrent 
club functions, and 

·  It cleans up current member 
traffic problems during multiple 
concurrent club functions. 

 
The committee continues to work with 
the board fine-tuning the design and 
cost estimates.  We will have more to 
report at the annual meeting in 
December. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
The Patio Committee 
(Ken Porter, Gary Vogel, Ed Berry , 
Dave Robinson, Erik Greven) 
 
Erik Greven, H&G Officer 
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